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(The area to which this plan refers is described in Part 2,
Section 1, Boundaries).
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MAGROUY URBAN _DISTRICT COUNCIL

DIVILOPMENT -PLAN

PART ONE - DEVELOPIONT POLICY
Tt is intended that Macroom should retain and enhance its
status as a local service centre based on an extensive agricultural
hinterland., Serious thought and effort will be directed to
diversifying its function to include more industrial and tourist

-activity.

The sharp decline in population experienced during the firs®t
half of this century has levelled of ¥ and the town now exhibits a
relatively stable population. TImmediate growth is not anticipated
as future expansion will be largely dependant on the success of
local effort to atiract industry to the town and to develop Macroom
as a tourist centre,

Being an almost wholly service btown containing little
industry, a serious need exists for extra employment to absorb its
available labour pool and that of its extensive hinterland.

It will be the poliecy of the Council to seek to improve this
position by promoting employment outlets in the Urban District.

The water supply position is satisfactory but the
existing sewerage system is totally inadequate for present
needs and constitutes a\sa;iqus ebstacle to future development.
The provision of a new system within the next five years is
considered imperative and priority will be given to the
realisation of this objective as speedily as possible.

In addition to some ma jor realignment works on the
trunk route at the eastern end, it is intended to undertake some
minor road improvements to facilitate easy and safe circulatiomn.
In examining development proposals, particular attention will be
paid to the needs of road safety and the reduction of car
parking on public thoroughfares.

A central site or sites will be sought for acquisition
and development to cater for the housing regquirements in the
public sector. The existing and advancing obsolescence of many
houses in the town seems likely to increase the demand in this
direction. A recent acquisition of property by the Council
provides sufficient sites to meet the expected private housing
demand for at least five years hence. It will be necessary
to keep the housing position under constant review particularly
in the light of any new development in the district. Recent
ribbon growth along the through route on the eastern and
western outskirts is tending to perpetuate the town!'s
characteristic longitudinal sprawl. This growth, will as far

_.as is practicable be contained within its present limits.

A policy of infilling a substantial area as yet undevelaped
and of reconstruction of existing sites will be pursued.
Development control will seek to procure development in depth
of sites and restricts "ome~house deep" layouts where
feasible. '




Many of the town's buildings are old and in poor condifion
and will warrant reconstruction. ta modern standards within. the
next decade. IEncouragemént will be given to schemes of this
nature. It is proposed to undertake the redevelopment of
areas of blight and obsolescence as the need and opportunity
arises and for such use as shall on detvailed investiggtion
prove desirable. Unauthorised dumping will be strictly
controlled.

A site suitable for industrial develgpuent has recently
been acquired hy the Council. In view of the evers- increasing
competition among our smalldr towns for a limjted number of
prospective industries,,reaéonah;e steps will be taken to
provide the basic infrastruéture conducive to developmen®t of
this type. . A more energetic and constructive approach will
be adopted to promoting the town in this respect.

There is no marked lack of social faoilities. Special
attention will be given to the development of these facilities
which are considered most likely to complement the town's
amenities and. improve its tourist potential, These will
include both cultural and rdcreational activities.
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Macroom's potential for tourism appears to lie in jts
importance as a centre from which to explore the highly
attractive surrounding regions and in the full development aof its
own limited natural amenities. The ecreation of a greater public
avarencss of the town's proximity to areas of high scenic
quality and of its suitability as a base for touring these
areas is proposed,

Development control will seek to contrel advertising and
to encourage schemes for tidying or painting groups of buildings.
It is intended to preserve the present scale of buildings in
the town, and in general tall buildings will not be acceptable
near the centre of the town,

In prineciple, as and when land ccules on the market,
consideration shall be given to its purchase in order %o
facilitate the proper development of tho town and in
particulay its amenities.

With the exception of the promotion of industrial sites
which are expected to yield a reburn in due course, all
th proposals involve expenditure which can be financed by the
Council in the ordinary course during the 5 year period of
the Plan. '




PART TWO - BOUNDARIES(.ZONING”ETC..

1. . Boundaries.

a) For purposes of the Development Plan,. the development
area shall be the area within the Urban District Boundary
which is shewn as a continuous shaded line on the Zoning
Map. The present area embraces 2,718 acres, much of which
is unsuitable for devglbpment. Nevertheless, the Urban
area provides ample scope for development, for many years to
COMleE . ' e -

b) The area within the broken line shown on the Zoning Map

is the area of immediate or first-stage development,

Extensive or dense development will not be permitted outside this
area until such time as the land within it is substantially
developed. In pursuance of this policy, and in view of the
inadequacy of the existing sewerage system and the high cost

of prematurely extending utility serviges, it is intended not

to extend such services outside the area of first-stage '
development until the facilities within it are substantially
‘absorbed by development, ' .

2. Use Zoning

It is proposed to establish four use zones as follows:—

a) General Development -~ All uses with the exception of
8pecial Industry. In areas
principally residential in
character, General Industry will
not normally be permitted unless
it offers no threat to tha¥:
residential character %through neise,
traffic generation or other
nuisance, ’ b

b) Industry - General industry and ancilliary
uses. _—
c) Agrieulture .~ Uses in comnection with agriculture;

and residential and industrial uses
at low density, subjeet to conditions
to protect public health and amenity,
and to obviate the need foxr extending
services. Speeial Industiy will not
normally be permitfted in the
Development Area.

d) Public Open Spase.

3. Den;ity Zoning

Tt is not propesed to include specifie density provisions.
It is considered that planning control will provide the
appropriate degree of density control necessary in the Urban
District.

L, Miseellaneous Reguirements

_ Tn considering applications for planning permissien, the
following peints will receive -special :attention:

a) Roads and Traffie — 1In the course of comstruction of new
or renewal of existing premises, business interests should in
principle provide loading’ space within their own curtilages,
together with parking space for their own vehicles. Where
practicable, rear aegess ‘and accommodation. for customers' ¢ars
should be provided.

‘3.




v In residential areas, parking space should be provided for
_— cars at the rate of at least one per dwelling, .

Vision at road Jjunctions and vehicular gates .showld be
adequate for safety.

b) Outdoor advertising -~ Generally signs attached to

buildings are preferable to those on free stapnding hoardings.

Signs should not interfere with windews or other features of

the facade, or project above the skyline, The size and scale

- of signs should not conflict with those of existing structures
in CHELWECcERity ., Sdgs Wikl gt nofma Liky, he penmigtied: in

- res{leBidl or agritultural ardus, - Sighs will not be- permitted

- if‘%heyfﬁbmpete with ¥oad signs or otherwise endanger traffic
safetv. : _— '

c) Pilling Stations -~ These shall conform to standards L
rul izl CEHP fEHeT time’ vodl «deive fopment for proteoting pmend §¥. andony n poo
traffid safS tylT " Kerbside spumps’ will nobrbe ipermitiede pog 1o
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PART THREE ~ DEVELOPMENT QBJBCTIVES.

1)

the period of this pl

from

2)

5.1

3)

T.1l%

T Ux

T,5%

T.6%

%)

M.1l

Period of Plan,

Tn the absence of any specific statement to the contrary,

an should be taken as being five years

its adoption. (Matters arising beyond this period are
noted in Appendix C) '

Utility"Servicgs

Provide a sewerage scheme embracing the area
first-stage development.

Roads and T;affic

of

Establish carpark on the former ¢.I.B, Bus Terminus
property recently acquired by the Urban Council.,

Seek small parking area in the vicinity of the R.C.

Church for approximately 5 cars.

Investigate the feasibility of providing a footpath

linking Duggan's Lane and the rear of the R.

C.

Church which would thus shorten the walk from the

parking area in the Square.

Preserve access to back-land in the vicinity

of the

points shownj sufficient land to be reserved to allow
carriageways, Cfootpaths and vision to standards ruling

at the time of development.

The following Jjunctions and corners are to .be improved -

(1) The junction of Chapel Street and New

Road;

(ii) The cormer at the northern end of Sleveen Road,

Preserve iines for future roads as follows -

(i) in extension westwards of the southern section of

Barrett's Place service road to conne

ct with a

future extension of Bridewell Lane (See T+6 (ii)

below ),

(ii) - An extension and widening of Bridewell ILane
northwards to connect with extension T.6 (i) above.

(iii) The provision of a section of link road extending
eastwards and part southwards from the northern end
of Iucey's Lane to the Livestock Mart so as to

join with the existing public access
from the latter premises.

to Main Street

(iv)  The provision of & section eof link road connecting

Duggan's Lane and Sleveen Road at a p
between the Square and New Road.

Seek to acquire approximately 5 acres in one
lots for public housing.

oint midway

or more



Housing Contd.

M.2

5)
M.3
6)
R.1%

R.2%

R,3*

RO

7)
c.1

A.3

Proceed with site development for private aﬁplicants
on part of Council's property at Glen View at the
western end of the town.

Industry

Proceed with development of industrial site.

Removal of Blight; renewal of obsolete areas

Remove derelict buildings in Duggan's Ilane.

Remove derelict buildings adjoining Sleveen Road and
redevelop cleared area for road widening purposes.

Remove derelict buildings in Massytown convenient to
the former Corn Mill and reserve cleared area for
future road improvements.

Formulate a programme of renewal or redevelopment
for minor groups of obsulete property.

Community Facilities

Investigate the feasibility of modernising the Town

Hall to include proper administrative offices, adequate
library accommodation, suitahble committee rooms and such
other community facilities as might be considered
desirable,

Seek to reserve adequate space for the future expansion
of cducational and hospital facilities.

Amgnitz

Provide laybys at appropriate vantage points overlooking
the Sullane Valley on the northern side of Urban Aoad No.
1929V where it skirts the Castle Grounds to the south.

Promote the development of the riverside area in the
Castle Grounds to include (i) extensions westwards of
the existing road to the Golf Club and the riverside
walk; (ii)inforumal areas of open space appointed
with seating at regular intervals along the latter
walk.

Seek the provision of additional planting of trees
along the left bank upstream of the bridge and along
both banks down stream of the bridge.

To safeguard the future development of the amenity
potential of the riverside area; preserve free from
development where feasible continuous strips of land of
suitable width along each river bank..

Investigate“the'feasibility of the following projects:

i) " The improvement of fishing in tle Sullane River;
id) The. ‘provision of a ‘swimming pool in the town;
(iii) e d-ercaa. of ovirai bt accoaedation in the town.




APPENDICES: These are not part of the Development Plan
but are supplementary to it.

APPENDIX A “eaol 111ty and Priorities.

The amounts to be spent are in proporition to the size
and needs of the town., The projects are economically
feasible subject to the availability of the appropriate
grants from central funds. The development of industrial
and private housing sites differs from other objectives
in that it is expected to yield a return in due course,

A number’%f 0B jectives, inyolve feasibility studies and
1nvestlgah1dﬁs achaxﬁa; progcvts.\ - Thip work 1s considered
essentla ”te tmg Pprmg}a }on'be %&t;pnal Hyvelo JOHT oS AR
: B :J:oé’.‘l.cal a?s‘"e’SEment 1o _'nellab%’ d%a,.o

Lo TRE provls onaefpad,quate utli1t¥ aerv;ggs 5’ catér :
foprantidipated: needs. Ang thd” prﬁmptxvn and &¢velopmeht“of,.~~
its commercial and tourist poﬁén%ial, st be reﬁognlsed:@s
being fundamental to the orderly plammgng of thé fw ??
Apard from preserving a balanee in these matter§‘ i

STy

sp601a1 séhedﬁ e of “Brriorities is considercd necessary.,
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b) Sewerage - 'The extent of the drainage area 1s shown in
light outline on Utility Services Map. The present grossly
inadequate system consists of a complex network of 9" and 12"
earthenware pipes and flagged masonry and open earthen channels.
which convey the sewerage to four river outfalls where it is
discharged untreated. There are fTour small antigquated
settlement tanks at various points throughout the scheme. These
affect little or mno purification. The open channels become
frequentliy silted up, create considerable nuisance and are a
potential health hazard. The location of a popular local
bathing spot 250 - 300 lin. yds- downstream from the two most
westerly outfalls, accentuates Ffarther the latter Ganger
particularly as these two ouitfalls cater for at least two

thirds of the town's effluent. The provision of a new scheme
cannot long be delayed.

Ty Roads and Traffic

Despite its location on a trunk route, Macroom does not
at present experience heavy through traffic. The narrow width
of Cork Street at the eastern end of the town and also- that of
the bridge and its approaches, imposesa severe,. restriction on
through and local traffic and causes many- delays. Circulation
is further hindered by disorganised on~street car parking. WwWith
growth in traffic on our roads at present over 8% per annum,

a traffic problem of this nature cannot be ignored. It is
considered that the nocessity for the eventual provision of a
town relief road must now be recognised. The investigation of
possible routes is recommended.

By virtue of its spacious Square, the town centre has no
acute parking problems as yvet, The provision of properly
delineated parking stalls should ensure 2 more efficient
utilisation of street space and a more orderly parking pattern.
There is no off-~street parking accommodation of any significance
available and sultable rear access for the loading and delivery of
goods to business premises 1s virtually non-existent. If future
traffic growth is coupled with town growth, it will be important
for the continued prosperity of the traders to nave further
parking Pacilities close to the business centre.

5) Housing

The Urban Council’s present heusing estate compyrises
102 houses, none of which have been built in the past fifteen
years. There 1s no new development under construction or
proposed. Tt should be noted that the County Council in
1954 erected a group of twelve houses in Coolcower to the
immediate east of the Urban Beundary. pPrivate housing development
has been more active and an estimated 44 houses have been
constructed in the last fifteen years. Developers have favoured
the more attractive sites adjoining T. 29 at the western end of
the town. The Council recently purchased property in this area,
part of which it is intended to develop for private housing.

The overall occupancy rate in '61 was 0.83 persons per roqom,
While this figure is indicative of no general congestion, it does
not, however, provide a measurc of the degree of overcrowding
since the rate for particular dwellings may Vvary widely. In
the same year, 57% of the housing stock was of pre 1900 vintage.
Consequently, a fairly high rate of obsolescence is to be expected
in these older type houses.




Housing Contd.

A recent assessmont of the town's housing needs estimated
that the programme for the next five years should provide
for the consitruction of a minimum of 30 houses equally apportioned
between the private and public sectors of the economy.

6) Industry.,

Table 6 lists existing industries and the number of
related employees in cach case. Tt indicates a total employment
content of. just over 100 which is small in comparison with the
available labour pocl in the town's extensive hinterland. This

latter fact and ths town's proximity to Cork City are
Macroom's main advantages to prospective industrialists.

7)  Blight and Renewal.

Like many old town, Macroom has extensive areas of blight
and obsolescence. Concentrations in particularly bad condition
occur in Duggan's Lane, Sleveen Road and Massytown convenient
to the former Corn Mill. Theése are large enough to warrant
condideration now for renewal as they detract considerably from
the appearance and character of the +town,

8) Community Facilities.

The town has the usual range of facilities appropriate to
its size. By virtue of its proximity to Cork City, it avails
of many of the facilities of the latter particularly in the
cducational and recreational fields. There is, exeept in one
instance, a general lack of open spaee for playgrounds adjoining
schools. The Boys National School is badly sited both in
relation to the Secondary School and from a road safety aspect.
Cultural activities do not appear to be actively promoted,
it being customary to utilise the City's many cutlets in this
respest. The Town hall, which occupies a prominent site in
the Square, is badly in need of modernisation. A scheme to
includc proper administrative offices, adequate library
accommodation and better facilities for community meetings
should be given serious consideration,

9)  Amenity.

The town's location in the Sullane Valley against the
back-drop of mountains to the north, northwest and southwest
.presents a visually satisfying scene. The healthy open valley
surrounded by dits hills of moderate elevation is emnlivened by
the river's meandering course. As in many Irish towns, the
amenity potential of the river has been largely ignored.

With the continued growth of tourism, it is essential that
such an amenity feature be utilised fully by developing the

riverside area and preserving and improving views.

_ Recreational activities are mainly focussed on those of
an outdoox sporting nature. The picturesque Castle Grounds
acconmodates an attractive 9 hole golf course on the slopes
of Sleveen Hill together with a G.A.A. park. Idsally

10.




Amenity Qontd.

situated in relation to the town centre, it affords a wonderful
setting for the development of further rcecreational amenities.
The surrounding terrain is admirably suited for my treking
~and hill walking if appropriate routes were defined.

Therce has always been a strong tradition for field sports
in the area, hunting both on foot and horseback being popular.
The fishing potential of the sullanc, formerly a good trout
river, has decrcased in latter years,

Registered accomaodation is provided for locally by two
hotels and one guesthousc having a total of 44 bedrooms. For

the motoring tourist who wishes to make his base in the town,

it is 23 miles west of Coxrk City, 30 miles southeast of
Killarney and 25 miles northwest of Bantry. The roads to these

centres are noted for their scenery.

(10) Miscellancous,

Two maps showing land Use in outline, and Utility
Services, are appended.

11.




APPENDIX C. lLong-term considerations.

1) It is essential that a final route for a town relief
road be decided upon as soon as possible and preserved free
from future development.

APPENDIX D; PFurther Studies.

l) The carrying out of a comprehensive traffic and
parking survey.

12



MACROOM URBAN _DISTRICT COUNCLL
DEVELOPMENT _PLAN
APPENDIX B
POPULATION HISTORY
TABLE 1.

Year 1911 1926 1936 1946 1951 1956 1961 1966
Macroomnm '
Prban District 2,717 2,413 2,382 2,230 2,277 2,186 2,169 m.wrm
Macroom
Environs - - - - - 91 93 -
Macroom o
Rural District 18,701 16,667 15,378 14,522 13,913 13,508 12,734 12,297

percentage population decreaseé in Urban

District (*61 ~*66)

Percentage population decrease in Rural District (61.-'66)

1.0

3.4




MACROCM _URBAN _DISTRICT COUNCIL,

DEVELOPMENT PLAN,

, Appendix B.
Table 2. Age and Sex Strusture (196
. STATE. MUNSTER COUNTY MACROOM U.D.C.
ge
Group , .
M (% F(%) M (%) F (%) M (%) F M (%) F %)
0~ 14 15.9 15,2 15.6 15.1 14.9 14e2 15.8 143
15 ~ 44 18,2 18.2 18,2 1744 18,3 174 1545 19.9
45 - 64, 10.8 10.6 10,6 10.8 11,6 1144 10,5 11,4
mm and over mn-‘w mcm ) W..m i @-m m..@ mucw m-@ @oww
Total WOON N..@cw mOoN : b.@om mO..o.ﬂ N_.@ow Nﬁwtﬂ mN-“w




MACROOM

URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

ngelopment _Plan

APPENDIX B

Monthly Live Register - (Dee. '65 - Nov. 166 )
TABLE 3.

Mohth NUmBér.
December, 1965 13
January, 1966 20
February, " 19
Mareh, H 16
April, n 16
May , " 13
June, H 18
July, " i5
August, n 17 r
Sepkember, . " 16
October, n 18
November, " 18
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' MACROOM URBAN DISTRICT  COUNCIL

- ANNUAL AVERAGE LIVE REGISTER '6L - '65

APPENDIX B

TABLY

. Cainfully occupied iveragd total live registen Average fotal live register as % of
Towns persons — Censts . gainfully occupied persons 1961.
of Population 19611 1961 | 1962 |1963 1964 1 1965 | 1961 | 1962 | 1963 -] 1064 | 1965
Bandon 913 (39.5 %) 19 18 18 15 13 2.1 2.0 2.0 1.6 1.4
Bantry gok (40.l4 %) 19 18 17 wq 19 2.1 2.0 1.9 1.9 2.1
Clonakilty g0l (37.2 %) 22 1h 13 16 12 2.k 1.6 L.k 1.8 .yﬁu‘
Cobh 1,941 (36.8 %) 92 71 98 79 97 b.7 3.7 5.0 k.1 mwm.
Fermoy 1,240 (37.8 %) b5 39 b3 L2 Ly 3.6 3.1 3.3 mpr. wpw
Kinsale 646  (40.8 %) 38 L 30 37 I 5.9 6.8 5.6 | 5.7 6.8
Maeroom 818 (37.7 %) 15 19 16 12 17 1.8 2.3 2.0 1.5 2.1
Mallow 2,052 (37.0% ) 53 56 73 66 58 2.6 2.7 3.6 3.2 2.8
Midleton 1,107 (39.9 %) 49 b2 Ko 56 4o bk 3.8 b 5.1 3.6
Passage West 914 (35.7 %) L3 36 L6 w_u 4o b7 3.9 5.0 _u..m .F:
Skibbereen 760 Aumwm %) 52 27 22 17 %m b,z 3.6 2.9 2.2 2.1
4 1,836(36.4 %) 54 54 50 57 3.0 2.9 2,9 @H

Youghal

55 -

_i_




KACROOM _URBAN _DISTRICT COUNCIL

INDUSTRIAL

TBMPLOYMENT PATTERN

TLBLE 5.

Bmployer Type of Industry Employees
Males Fenales
Weinberger Lros. - Carpet -
Ltd. - - % Manufacturers 13 7
! : :
Dept. of Lands. Forestry Nursery 49 -
. (at Kilvoultra)
Coras Iompair .Bus Depot. 18 -
Eireann. . :
Q'Sheats Ltd. Mineral Water 11 3
Manufacturecers.
Newnmarket Dairy Creanery 9 1
Co. Ltd,
Total g1 : 11
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of gainfully occupied persons 1961,

*lo

Register as

Live

Average total

~, T — v SKIBBEREEN

P

VERT. = 2" equals 1%

GRAPH NO. 1. {based on table no 4 ) SCALES :-

HOR. - 3" eguals 1 year.

1961 1962 1963 1964 1965
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